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Abstract

Love has remained a universal force shaping human relationships across all ages. In
the Tamil literary tradition, our ancestors’ conceptualized life’s emotional experiences
through two major dimensions. One is kalavu (premarital or secret love) and karpu (marital
or wedded love). Agananooru provides poetic evidence about them and reflect the emotional
landscapes and cultural norms of the period. This article examines how love has been
expressed in Agananooru. It draws attention to the poetic power and symbolic references
employed by Sangam poets. It highlights the themes of introspection and emotional depth
(akattinai), the clandestine phase of relationships (kalavu), and the use of natural and
cultural symbols such as kuriyidam cuttal (secret signs and signals), ampal (lotus), alar
(flower), and veriyaatal (ritualistic dances). It explores the indispensable role of the Thozhi
(female companion) in sustaining love between hero (Talaivan) and beloved (Talaivi). The
article demonstrates that Agananooru is a collection of poems with socio-cultural record of
early Tamil society that has civilized love, relationships and gender roles. It also reaffirms
the relevance of Sangam poetry in understanding human emotions and cultural values that
transcend the patterns of time.
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B)GBMYSHTHV SHMSE CIFUIBIH6T YHBTTHMD B 1DGIIDMYTOTenS 6T(H5S5/WTLILICS
B)ssL Bewruwirgd. Z)Blh  YsgHlewent, Herey, GPMI_D FL1 6D, YLD, YT,
Cleutfwre_e), YmEHCHTH BODD, 2 L arCUTS, CHTY, CHTflullsr @GuisDLser oTen/LD
2 1’ SeweVLIL BT U] YHBTEYTHMIOT L] FH6M6)SHTHV 6TaYLh B)b5L (HewT FIBIHHTV
LD& B61]6OT F6MT6Y %S5 TH 6NV QY [T T ULIBS/ VTS,
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FRISHTOOF FUPSTW  Blewe, WEHEH6fST LLpSHHapsasnISHeT, eurpalluied 6pMlser
Y SweuNeMM &(HLICILITHETHETTHS CHTanT(h) HF FupsTbemsLt LilyHlLedddlermer.slenesr
B VEHWBISST (1PBH6V, &, 2 MNOIGLT(Hewer 6uEGdgids C\ETeavr(h, Slewewt, Hiewmd CamiLm’ (h
2 salulley @)U D FTihs euTpsems wewmenw CeuaflliLuBsSlwg.@)bs 6ClFsuailuis
@evsHlwmisst Llifler surpallwed GbYEemerd Amliumret ewmulled 6T(HdEwibLjHeTmedr.
uhHLIp wahseT QunDensCuwT@h @ewwbhs UTLPSMBMUW  BL GHlTT. HMLDd, ClUTHeT,
@)6dTLiLD 6TedTM (PLIGLIT(HeweTw|d suripailest 2 miFls QUT (KL SeTTHS %(HS euTLDHS6TT.(3)H 65T
OGLILIenL_ulleD SHRIGET eUTLPENEN LD, L|DLD 6TIM P(LPEH (PWMBNTTHLI LI, H|dH6W6sT
FBIS BVdbalw LITL6V&6T6V Ligley ClFiISeTi.oeunHmIsT FBISSTe aHaflfleT Here| eurpsneill
upMl G&BTHTN GOV (HeussTeunemm &)5HEL (Hewruiled & TewTeVTLD.
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FhBIGL UTL 6V&H6T 60 surpalluisy eflWlwkiEerTear $TaHe0, af b, blsrewL, &L, HL L
QFWaDNeHDH 2 6TeTL SHHWTHL  LUHley OCFUISRTT.FHRIGHTY LDEHHET 9 BHHH eNENTE W
WHEHBeWeT, GHMehdF, (LPsLemev, LW(HGBLD, OCIBUIHD, LTWE, CLIHHS DT 6T 6TLPTHLI
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BIDEIDGI.2 6TTSF60 6T(PHS 6T, 2 L VUl LIL Thgl 2 eTenhemsds @GeflialliLig) oy %5edler
2 smemid  eTeTUSCerT())  CsTLYLLUBSS] ‘9D sTaTmeTi.YeTUDGD, @eTUDHED
SLlILewL. 2 L0 erm, 2 6rer@w eTeTUMS  @QUCLWT 2 ewTigS  BIDHEI DS
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STCesr 9jeuGer HLOlwii & Teverss

STl LjewTirdF 6pmeuuilest 5560 (B)ewm westri 9% L1G LT e Bir.2)
steormid  allerddlds ST QFmgI.pbsTT  @heur  HTCWL MBI ML LD HeTey
sraTlIL(HF MG QeueurTm  FHomey  euTpEemsemWw  UDY]  @)VSHHeWT, @)V W bIs6T
QUEDT WM SHIGTOTE]. W T(HLD HWIUITLO6V LOEMMEUTEH 6L U(HLD HTH6V eurLpey, HMLN6L (& (mLosvwr
uTLpey) (WpigeusmL_hmed L HGL & HeTey UTPEMSWTSE HmId ClasmerariiL®Ema).
serailey Cxrery] LD (wpigujb surpGeu AMbHLH G 6T6iTLIEN S,

soTe] @h GDECHTET YHTMI, PIGEUTET LIWET HSTMI.RMH SPECHTEmeT, 1Py bHD

vwener YL NG 2 flw CBBICuWTLsHUTS - S(HLOMVTOTS (LPLGUJBIST6D,

sere|eBn] BeT6lery eTeart CUITHDLILIGID.B)TCMEV HeTeThSHeuTLd 6T6w @) LpLILIHLD.
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6T6ITM)| QU.FrLl. LOTERSHHBTTH T MBI MTT.2_6TOTLD H6VbSH HTHVTHST H6mey eurpemer oL (HGLo
CuhOsTeaT(H uTy (WPIYWTH. Heuiseaflsr seralesr wHm Blemev Flmwenrd &(HML, sTedTm
QUTLDEME WL UGTEH (B)(HHHV BV LwidbGHD. @evewsvCuisy 2earymriflest LPlF GlFTeLEIS% S,
perTds Crfl{HIh. sTaarGeu FHeomey surpey ML (1PpLgHdhl @)eVeVMID LTTLM (LG58 FAMbHH
QUTLUTEHS HHBLLIBHS DG @)eweu 6TLVUTID ClLIHT 2 L emwe iy LliLiewL_WiTsHds ©laTenTGL
EeuefliL®SSLILIL L 6vT.
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BHEWEVUMETd: HTENTOU(HLD YFFUPLD, ST QUHBSSDHTHT STIewTD BlewMBUDTSH 67d%d (LPLD
@ ewenthgh sewevallewwids CaTuSSlT 2 FFplemedsE@ @)L HF CFVEMSEI.SOTHSTET Lj6wTiey
TMULTH @HWedled Seir 2 ullewyujld HIMEE gGewlwyld FHlewevuled(hhgh sewsvalluller i
Gaul ewa GeusfliiLieuens 2 eTr (pLgHlmGi.
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6T M| dmMIBMTIT. Heweveusit HewsvailullenL Gwi Blapld HTH6V LM Hdb&HSH ClbfluwimosverL (B
wlewsvuiled(Hriiens Ly FBlewevGuwiesTmid, Orl (B weVihg LwewTd efFauemsls GLmev
S|ewereurTeY|lb GuFLiLIBHID Blewsvuilsy @) (HLiLiens eV BleweLGUISTMILD Jn MEVTLD. HLDLIGYILD,
SV(HLD 2 eeanill GuenTyrTGe Blap. B)Ssemaw GlLenTigewT GlousieumuiiOLIesTIg T,
O|LbLI6V GlLIENTIG T 6TOTMI DY SBTETHMILILITL V6T GDILILNRSSTD 6. () Hement,

Qeusueuriils GLiesTig T GFHeremeu FrHlenib (Hsib. S50: 3)

Yjvirallenesr Goeusv bLiMH Clueswrig i (Syasib. 203: 3)
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Ulflbg OFarm Sewmevsustiler Blewesroursd, sewevalls@Hl LFmeL THUBSE DGI.Sewevailuilst
2 1 6V Glwedleweusds Hevr(h 20l Vi GLIGFaIST6V, D eU6T LOSTLD 6(HbGIH DSI.

STH @)DHSATCT STHEVIT LOTEWLD

9| MBIt LFewev LTI LTSI

eTfl6V eV LjewTBHev Ceuair(hid HevBr (PyaLb. 45: 6-8)
6TEITEYILD H|IGHEATTEV 2_eWTT (LPLGHMGI.(F)BHEIT CLPEILOTSH VT TG, HMeVUHT SHewsvallullerasmL]
wearsS @&  ufICHETISIDGI  eTHTUFI  YVSTTSIDSG.  OlUdTUTH  LjeVaUTEH6T  HBIS6T
S|Beurpeweuw|id, Ceul swasewwu|d steuails HwsHslery GeuefliLhGSullmrillenb, 2aryeui
STHMID YIDLISD, HV(HEHBTH HFFID HewL_HGI, 2 ullenr ailL_eyb FienilbSeTieTedTn &H([HHSHILI
CuDLIL®F M.
Qeumlwim_ev

STOUT(HEHSFL Lflhs HewevaussTTsd Hewevallds@ eTHUL L. 2 L 60 Wwrmurl enL &
sewi(h) BOHOTWLD, GFalledub Heuswey OC&ETHIDH), HSNHTHT STTEDTEHMS (LPHIeUTUIL
Cuenrig b ellerajeui. semsvaiuilsr Guerfl Caumir®h CsuiaussTL o ewrLmuilHm sTedr
WPHIUTII CILIRTIYT T, BB BLOLIW H6TTMET BoUVMIT Y WPSHHILI LLeHF [B5%Lpd |61 6T
3)518a1 GlauPlwimL_ev sTTILIHF MGI. B)HeWenT,

SL_1989ILD H1pmISgI LD Oleum) G wissT (@) (H6u (HLD

L 13w FImsSHTeL C\F 1SS SHevsramiid (\Fmev. GLrmsir. GlLm@etlwie. {r.118)
6TeQILD HITHLITUTEY HBlweVTid.Sewevailuiledr STHeVIH @ @)ewLWDTES (3)([H% & LDblS L6 %6 6vTT6L
SuEhdsGL uFemsv ehul (B Guefl Ceumiur®h ewLSmgl.aFms @evsslwls GuesTuTH
Leveuis eher Blaearallsy Gleuplwm_swsvls unH®! LTy CeumlLmigw &HTiod &HessTewtwimi sTevrL
Quuwi Qumm yeveur BeuGr peuri.Ceuplwr v HMEH6HTH BIHEHLD, ueHT6Y HL TeuayLD
vweTUBSIDGI.SeweVeussiledT  wdHSHTD — CHmTil  SiHoHH — eTeTUMS  HMBILITLOEY
euplwm 1gerTevsTeT GBIl HiihoHh 6TedTm BHDTULD, GlFaiedlujd HpFHFl 9ewL_SleTmevri
Beuiseflesr yPlwrenwenw sewsvall, CHTHulL 1D g B BewESSIMTEIT. @)Hem6rT,

BVLOENET G B (BB Td &TeueVT Y MwiTenLo

SEMHNTF 2_6TETSH S| HLDHENSF QT UILILI

@)sire_uflir Gewypw wpw ki@6)STnIb Gl wedbg)

1533 Glaaresr 9606V Barm wirGevr eTiiiGS (HyasLo. 22: 16-19)
6T6UT6U(HLD LITL 6VT6D Ml (pLg Smg).
IDSCBTH BIHMeD

Bewevailwiledt serTleuT(phssemsd CaTLl, ST LGS, OBTHIOT auHTe], HLOT sueDT6Y
MISHD CUITETD HTTEBTHIGEHSE I ehd euetlesr QUHEDTL LD eT(HSFH Fnmid BlapGeu
IMSESTH FHmeL starliLBEDG. sSewevall Carils@, GCasryfl GFalledsEd, GaFallsd
BOOTUSGD, BODTU - Fhewg sHoWWiISGD WoPCW IYDSESTE  BHSlsTpeTi
HOTOUT(PHEHLD  6TeVVT  FBlewevsaflspid HMH6HTH BlewevullevLjsviLi(hds 1L (HeudlsLemsv.
SHeW6eVaU6HT, Hewevall @emewTousN s SHLCuDLBD GluTWdH HTeT YMGESTH BIHMeL
Cararmdmgl. @)bplewev, o fweuisearmsv, 2 Ml pewmLiLig TS WDLILILIRILD 6TOTLIENS,

IDSESTE PHGE STV HevT]

9mSFwev wrLilevsir Sxmif) sTeiTLr (B Tsv. GlLmpsir. G Heaflwisv. Br.204)
eTenILD BIHUTeUTe HBlwr pigSmgi. Cxmfl ClFaiedlsgsrul b HmSEsTH BlHmenev,

Ijsiremeart 9 Mluflgiib 9 Mla jeviaumil
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&[HEh @6l H(HGH6u6iT BlewrdG8a (9sip. 110: 1-5)
6T6edTm CUITHeWSLI LIFEHEVWITT dn M| MTET.
2 L eTCuUITEE,

sewevailullsst  QuUDHEmTT euerg HTOUTSSGSMS YBlwTe  Blewsvuilayid,
IUCUT(IPHHHMS THMIGOGTeTeNTS Blewevullepid o 1 TCGUTHG BlHLPSIMGI.HeWeva6T,
Carlullsst  Q@ewFaLerT SHewevalleww Yeuisd CUHCOHTT HPwWTSUTH SH6ETEIL 65T
SwYSGIF OlFarm sugeweu wewrd LflsGe o L arCGurd@ srarliL®Smgl.@)FClFmiLy,
sarreT, Ceuplim (), QBTG auewTey GUTETD HTTERTHBISZETTE) 2 L TELITSH @ BlHLPI M.
2 1 eniGursdlemens CgTevasritilui, “CsramBBamed sflgs” (33) sterdlpmi.
€27 4T

I BSHBEWEWT  LTHSTHEHT ClUGBOLEOUTYILIY 2 v weust G TLfl.eueT HmleyLb,
ueRTLD, FIMenIh WlbseuarTs @)(HSIMT6T.FMV6UMISGHLD, HeWValEGD Hbdb euflHTL I1q
H6re) auTLpalled(Hhgl SDL| uTLPey CISTL BIGLD euewT jeuiHemer HeTolerWILiILI(hSSHID HMm6L
2 WL WUTTS  FEHPSIMTEr. G dbsmEw  Cariflwrereust, sHeweval, GFalled, BHDTI
WpaHVTaTOUTHERL 6T Guaid GUTEH euisHefledst LWOTHEDVEHW 2 _eWTTHGI, LIW6TSHHLD
Wpewmulled g MM BlEHLpSSHI6UT6T. H6Tey, SDL sl @)h Blewevsaflepb GlLmLD LIBIEF, eudld @b
B)eusit HemeailGWIT(h spedTmILIL L 2 6iTeTdFlevTeiTeT6dTLIG),

wirGuo flafletry) epwihd gieusm pLLiesr

@) wsmevriLsire spiire_uflir 9bGLo (Hyasib. 12: 4-5)
sT60Tey 1D CHmLfluflesT Fon HMTEL YW (1pLgSIMG).
Camifluller @) wedLjser
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BB DT GBIUNL LD g MISH6V, 2 L TELITS @), ClFeveuni@aildhse0, euruilsy LnISHe0 Lpsbedl
QLmiseafllsy Caurfl HSrerrTaGeu CFwerHmb o fewy 2 ewL weuaTTHEMTer.Hewevailullesr
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semevallull_ib Cxerrsy Carf], sweveusdhHds Gon Cohibhsws, “@)ere_uili eiTesr
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